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Introduction to Pāli
Sutta Central

(G&K and Karunatillake) 

Class 9

12/13 May 2024

Continue with G&K Lesson III 
Exercises

• Lesson III Further Readings
– pp. 41-43, exercises 1, 2, & 3
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Feminine Present Participle in –ī and -
ā

• First, I need to correct a slight error of mine in 
Class 7, Slide #4

• There I stated “They are declined like –a ending 
nouns in the masculine and neuter gender and 
like –ā ending nouns in the feminine gender”

• In actual fact, the –ant form of the present 
participle takes the endings of an –ī stem 
feminine noun

• Only the –māna form of the PP takes the 
endings of an –ā stem feminine noun.

Feminine Present Participle
• G&K Section IV.5
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The Feminine Present Participle 
(cont.)

• Thus,  for masculine nouns
bhattaṃ pacanto puriso hasati
bhattaṃ pacamāno puriso hasati
The man cooking rice laughs 

• And, for feminine nouns
bhattaṃ pacantī itthi hasati
bhattaṃ pacamānā itthi hasati
The woman cooking rice laughs 

[See Reading 2 for example dentī ariyasāvikā]

More Optatives

• G&K Lesson IV.6 (p.53) introduces some more 
variant forms of the Optative
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More Optatives

• Of these forms, only the 3rd person singular 
ending in –e (which replaces the –eyya form) 
is quite common, particularly in verse

• See, for example, Lesson IV Readings #3
– na bhaje pāpake mitte
– “One should not associate with evil friends”

Pāli Numerals

• G&K Lesson IV.7 introduces the first five Pāli
numbers
1. eka
2. dvi
3. ti
4. catu
5. pañca

• Note the similarities with other Indo-
European languages
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Pāli Numerals (cont.)

• The number one (eka) has both singular and 
plural forms (the latter means ‘some’)

• Both forms can be used as pronouns
• They are declined like the 3rd person 

pronouns sa/taṃ
• All forms distinguish gender in the same way 

as the 3rd person pronouns

Pāli Numerals (cont.)
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Pāli Numerals (cont.)

• Plural of eka, meaning ‘some’

Pāli Numerals (cont.)

• All other numbers have plural form only
(obviously)

• The numbers for ‘three’ and ‘four’, ti and 
catu, distinguish gender

• But all other numbers do not
• The number for ‘two’, dvi, has distinct case 

forms
• Higher numbers from ‘five’ up have 

consistent case endings
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Pāli Numerals (cont.)

Pāli Numerals (cont.)
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Pāli Numerals (cont.)

• For other Pāli numerals, see Ānandajhoti’s
excellent web page on them 
https://ancient-buddhist-
texts.net/Textual-Studies/Grammar/Pali-
Numbers.htm

Pāli Numerals (cont.)

• Some examples from the G&K Lesson IV 
readings

• Readings 1
– … cattāro’me samaṇabrāhmaṇānaṃ

upakkilesā …
• Further Readings 1
– Dve’mā, bhikkhave, parisā

• Further Readings 4
– Pañcāhi, bhikkhave, aṅgehi samannāgato …

https://ancient-buddhist-texts.net/Textual-Studies/Grammar/Pali-Numbers.htm
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Other G&K Lesson IV Topics

• IV.8 – Two important pronominal 

adjectives sabba ‘all’ and para ‘other’

• IV.9 – Genitive of Fear

• IV.10 – Clitic form of ‘if’ ce

• IV.11 – The form iva ‘like, as’ most often 

appears as a clitic -va

Continue with G&K Lesson III 
Exercises

• Lesson III Further Readings
– pp. 42-43, exercise 4



5/13/24

10

Homework – Class 9

• Review G&K Lesson IV: Grammar
– all sections, pp. 50-56

• Study G&K Glossary IV-1, pp. 47-49
• Study G&K Glossary IV-2, pp. 60-62
• Complete G&K Lesson IV: Readings 1-3, pp. 

45-46


