
  

Myths

1. DO happens in one life

2. DO is momentary

3. DO is circular

4. Rebirth in DO requires a self

5. DO is stopped between feeling and 
craving

6. DO means everything is 
interconnected



  

Myth 1

DO happens in 
one life



  



  

a. Nature of suffering

● DO shows why there 
is suffering

● Suffering = saṃsāra = 
rebirth



  

“Rebirth is suffering, no rebirth is 
happiness.” (AN 10.65)

“Mendicants, transmigration has no 
known beginning. … From being united 
with the unloved and separated from the 
loved, the flow of tears you’ve shed 
while roaming and transmigrating is 
indeed more than the water in the four 
oceans.” (SN 15.3)



  

b. Practical DO

“If consciousness did not 
move into the mother’s 
womb, would name and 
form take shape there?” 
(DN 15)



  

“Mendicants, when three things 
come together an embryo moves in:

● In a case were the mother and 
father come together

● The mother is in the fertile part 
of her menstrual cycle

● The spirit being reborn is 
present, then the embryo is 
conceived.” (MN 38)



  

c. Arahants are conscious
● Ignorance > willed 

actions > 
consciousness

● Awakening > end of 
willed actions > end of 
consciousness



  

d.

DO = second 
noble truth



  

e.

Rebirth vocabulary 
used with DO 
everywhere. 



  

● “When the body breaks up, he 
goes to a body” (SN 12.19)

● “When that consciousness has 
become established and come to 
growth, there is renewed 
existence in the future” (SN 12.38)

● “Consciousness moves in” (SN 
12.59)



  

f.

Rebirth in DO 
in all schools of 
Buddhism



  

g.

Rebirth in DO in 
all commentaries



  

h.

Single life 
advocates do 
not agree



  

i. Definition of jāti 

“The rebirth, inception, conception, 
reincarnation, manifestation of the 
aggregates, and acquisition of the sense 
fields of the various sentient beings in the 
various orders of sentient beings.” (SN 12.2)

“There were no rebirth of sentient beings 
into their various realms—of gods, fairies, 
spirits, creatures, humans, quadrupeds, 
birds, or reptiles, each into their own realm.” 
(DN 15)



  

Myth 2

DO is moment 
to moment 
experience



  

Traditional vs. momentary

● Eye and sights > eye 
consciousness > contact > feeling 
> craving > taking up > life > 
rebirth > old age and death (SN)

● Eye and sights > eye 
consciousness > contact > feeling 
> perception > thinking > 
proliferation (MN 18)



  

Myth 3

“The twelve 
conditions form a 

closed loop.”



  



  

“dependent origination links”



  



  



  

“So what is dependent origination? 

● Dependent on ignorance, there are willed acts. 
● Dependent on willed acts, there is consciousness. 
● Dependent on consciousness, there are the mental aspects 

and form of a being. 
● Dependent on the mental aspects and form of a being, there 

are the six senses. 
● Dependent on the six senses, there are sense impressions. 
● Dependent on sense impressions, there are sensations.
● Dependent on sensations, there is craving. 
● Dependent on craving, there is fuel/taking up. 
● Dependent on fuel/taking up, there is life. 
● Dependent on life, there is birth. 
● And dependent on birth, there come to be old age and 

death, and sorrow, grief, pain, sadness, and distress.

That is how this whole mass of suffering originates.” (SN12.1)
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birth
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Myth 4

Rebirth in DO 
requires a 

permanent self



  

Myth 5

DO is stopped 
between feeling 

and craving



  

Myth 6

DO means 
everything is 

interconnected



  



  

DO is specific conditionality

● “When this exists, that is;
due to the arising of this, that 
arises.”

● “When this doesn’t exist, that 
is not; due to the cessation of 
this, that ceases.”
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